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_ "A Worthip of God'i Churches, judged by 
them abſolutely ſinful, on the account of which cheir ſepa- 
ration from us is neceffary, and "conſequently. juſtifiable, 
they either put us off with Tome inconveniences, inexpedi- 
ences or corruptions, (as..they' call them) ſome things ap- 

inted and afed,” which in their opiniof\ render our ſervice 

- kf pure and fpiricual; (the chief of whichexceptions have 

- been conſidered in ſeveral Diſcourſes, lately written with 
reat temper and Judgment for the ſatisfaction of all honeft 
and teachable* minds :) Or elfe foe of them tell us, that 
they are indeed themſelves ſufficiently perſwaded of . the 
lawfulnefs of all that is enjoyned, they do nor ſee bur a 
ood Chriftian may ſerve God acceptably and devoutly 
our way, and may go to Heaven living and dying in our . 
Communion; but then there are many other Godly, but 
weaker Chriſtians of another perſwaſion, with whom they 
have been long joynet : Ls ſhould they now, at ap 
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call ? forlake then), and conform, they ſhould hag 
vie great offence'to- all thoſe render ces, whi 
are not thus convinced of *the- lawfulneſ of holding ſack 
Communion with.our ChuxCh, in Prayersand Sacraments, 
as is by Law required; Which is a fin ſo heinous and "og 
ſuch dreadful > Es that our Savicwr tells us, 
Mats... 18. 6. Whoſoever ſhall  ofend one. of theſe little ones. which 
believe in me, it were better fur bim that a Milſtone were hanged 
about his k, and that . e werg drowned i in 'the depth of "the 
Sea"; *and-in St. Pauls oo no lefs than” Spi- 
ritual Murther , 4 *frojing of bim-for when Chriſt I 
Rom. 14. 

Now his Caſe of givi uo Offence to weak Brethren, I have 
undertaken briefly to conſider, where Tonce for all = 
(as all choſe mulkdo is the d. 


ay be dohe without ſin ; for were "any has X in it 
ſelf ſinful required by our Church, there could be no-room' 
for this Plea of Scandal; that alone ore be ſufficieat rea- 
ſon for- ſex aration fromus....I Diſc at this 
preſent O ly with ſuch, who for the ys: dreicular © could 
OE joyn with us, but dare.not do it for fear of Of- 
in No -who yet. x00 0 and are diſſatisfied at the 

7 ran our Prayers and Ceremo | es 

Nor do I deſign exatly to > handle the Cs Do | 
of Scandal,or Elaborately explain all the places'of Scriprure 
concerning. it,.Oorgitate the Caſes there treated of; Nor 
ſhall LInow meddle WH the Dury of Governonrs and. Su- 
periours, how far they ought to condeſcend to the weak- 
nefs, ignorance, prejudices, .and miſtakes. of thoſe. | 
their care and charge.;. buc I ſhall confine may jar. to this | 
_ one Queſtion. ; 

Whether. there doth lye any chligaticn upon any private Chri- 
ftian (as the caſe now ſtands on us) to abſent from by Pa- 
.74ſb Church, of to forbear the uſe of ; Coker? of - Prayer LORE Ce- 
remonies by "Law appointed, for * of. fem ng _or Se, ndal; 
bis weak kad, ? he 

| Here I ſhall Firſt of all i inquire, what | is the trus notion 
of 


tf aweak Brother. Secondly, Whatit is to Offend ſuch an one- 
Thirdly; How far and.in what inftances we-are bound to 


conſideri th&wedkneſs'of our Brother. © 
: /PirftyFor the reſolution; of this Queſtion-it. is" neceſſary 
toiknow, what is the true notion of-a weak Brother. Now a 
weak Brother: Ofiweak, in Faith in Scripture denotes one new- 
/ redo -Chriſtianity ; and*fo neither chorowly 
the principles, nor well ſettled inthe Practice 
of it,” the ſame whom” our Saviour calls a lirthe one, and the 
OBE Cara SE 
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for want of Age or Growth,or as the original word rather 
ſignifies, Sickly and Feeble ; like a Man beginning to reco- 
ver from a waſting Diſeaſe, his Diſtemper, tho' cured, yet 
hangs a long timeupon him, the Dregs of it ſtill remain : 
He muſt for a while be carefully attended and watched , 
ſinceevery little thing diſcompoſes him, and hazards a re- 
lapſe. So was it with theſe firſt Converts. As ſoon as ever 
they were brought to acknowledge Jeſus to: be the Son of 
God, and were willing to become his Diſciples, they, were 
immediately Baptized, tho' as yet they underſtood but lic- 
tle of the Nature or defign of the Goſpel. The Apoſtles 
and firſt Preachers of our Religion were in haſt to make 
niore Proſelytes, and therefore preſently Baptized all that 
were willing to it without that previous Inſtruction and 
Preparation, which afterwards,when Churches wereſettled, 
was made neceſſary before Heathens or Jews could be ad- 


- . - mitted by Baptiſm. Thus the ſame day the Apoſtles Prea- 


ched Chriſt to the Jews, A&#s 2. they Baptized about three 
thouſand of them, and Philip without any delay 7; pn 
the Eunuch, as ſoon as he profeſſed to believe that Jeſus was 
the Son of God: and the Jaylor and his Houſehold were 
Baptized the ſame hourat midnight, at which Paul and S;- 
Jas ſpake unto them the ward. of the Lord. Aﬀeer their 
Baptiſm they were to be tutor'd/ and train'dup in their new 
Religion, where- great care was to be taken, great pru- 
denceand caution uſed towards them, leſt they ſhould ſad- 
denly -flie back and repent of their change ; for having 
been bred up, and 1ſo-long lived Jews or Gentiles, and then 
of a ſudden turn'd Chriſtians, they retain'd ftill a great love 
and kindneſs for many of their old Cuſtoms and Opini- 
ons, they had mighty; and inveterate- prejudices to over- 
come, the Old may was'by degrees to be pur off, and there- 
fore they were at firſt treated with all the tenderneſs and 
condefeenfjon imaginable, the ſtronger and wiſer Chriſti- 
ans would not ſtand rigidly on any little matters, would 
for the preſent tolerate many things, which were nece(- 
ſary afterwards to be done away, hoping that iwtime they 
might be berter taught, and be brought off thoſe miſtakes 
they now labour'd under. | | - 

| ad 


&& 


(#.) | 
Had the Apoſtles in the beginning plainly told all the 


Jews of the ceaſing of their Laws, ths abrogation of their 


Ceremonies and Worſhip, th&noneceflity of Circumciſion, 
the caking in of theGentiles, they would never have born 
fuch Doctrines, they would never have become Chriſtians 
upon. fuch terms, .nor ever endured thoſe Teachers, who 
ſfeem'd tomake 1o little account of- 34oſes and” their Tem- 
ple. Now togain theſe St. Pau} became weak himſelt, tied 
up himfelfwhile amongſt theſe Jewiſh Corverts to ſuch ob- 
ſervances, which he was really free from, as if he had the 
ſame doubts and were of the fame opinion with thoſe 
weak Chriſtians, and adviſes all others who did underſtand 
their Liberty, yet to oblige their Brethren by the fame in- 
offenſive carriage. 

This then was the difference between the frog and the. 
weak, the ftrons were the welkgrounded- underſtanding 
Chriſtians, that knew it was lawful for them to eat- all 
kind of Meats, that Chrift had fet them free from the 
burdenſome Yoke of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, the weak, tho 
Brethren, that is, believers in Chriſt, yet abſtained from 
ſome Meats, judging them unlawful or unclean, and ob- 
ſerved days, and Zealoully retained the Moſaicatl Rites, not 
being yet ſufficiently inftrudted in that Liberty our Savi- 
our had purchaſed for them, or in the nature of his King- 
dom, which conſiſted not in Meat or Drink, but in Righteonſ- 
neſs and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. Hence I obſiive, 

7. That the Rules which are laid down in Scripture con- 
cerning weak Brethren, fg reſpec thoſe times when 
ourRaligion made its firft appearance in the World , and 
were temporary proviſions tor the eaſter proſelyting men 
to the Faith of Chriſt, or the better ſecuring and fixing 
thoſe that were already come into the Church. They are 
not ſtanding Laws equally obliging all Chriſtians in all A- 


ges, but were ſuited to the Infant ſtate of the Church, or 


rather to its condition whilſt it was but an Embryo, till 
Churches were formed and ſetled, and our Chriſtanity 
had got.firm footing and Poſſeflion in the World. Thus 


St. Paul tells us, x Cor. 9. 19. For tho I be free from all 
Men, yet have 1 made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that I might 


gam- 
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. #4in' the more. And unto the Fews'I became at a Few ; that I 


might gain the Fews ; to them that are under the Law, as un- 
der the Law, that I might gain* them that. are under the Law. 
To. them that are without Law, as without Law (being not with- 
out Law to God, but under the Law to Chriſt) that I might gain 
them that are without Law. To the weak became I as weak, 
that I might gain the weak: Iam made all things to all men 

that I might Z, all means ſave ſome. And this I ao for the Gof- 
pels ſake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. This was 
the Apoſtles deſign in all theſe. Compliances and Civi- 
lities to win-many to the Faith of Chriſt, by theſe wile | 


Arts to infinuate- himſelf and his Doctrine: into them :. 


but when he had once made his way, he then taught 
them another Leſſon, and behaved himſelf after 'a far 
different manner. Now. to do as St. Paul: did , would 
always be the duty and wiſdom of: one in his circumſtan- 
ces, who had his office, aud was to propogate any Religt- 
on amongſt Heathens, andInfidels: like a Maſter that dea- 
leth not ſo ſharply with his Scholar at his firſt entrance in- 
to the School, as G thinketh fit to do afterwards. Bur the 
dire&ions St. Paul gave, and according to which himſelf 
practisd at the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, . do no more 
agree with our times, wherein Chriſtianity is become the 
National Religion, countenanced by-the Civil Laws and 
Authority, and fo generally profeiled by every one a- 
mongſt us, that' we. hardly know of any other. Religion, 
than the ſame. Cloaths we did wear in our Infancy would 
ſerve us'now when we are full of Age. Or, 

We ought indeed to be very careful of Children, and 
lead them by ſtrings, and remove every ſtraw and. rub out 
of their way, 'lelt they-ſtumble and fall, bur it is ridicu- 
lous to uſe the ſame. care tawards grown Men. - None of 
us Labour-under thoſe prejudices the firſt Chriſtiansdid , 
who forſook a Religion 1n which they had been bred, and 
long lived ; and as to the Jews had left a way of Worſhip" 
commanded them by God himſelf,” confirmed to, them by 
many Miracles and Wonders, delivered to them from their 
Fathers by a conſtant ſucceflion of Prophets lent from God: 
Thereis not-now amongſt us any ſuch competicion-berween 

| rwo 


$ + 
two Religions, but every one learneth Chriſtianity as he 
doth bw Mothers Tongue. The Apoſtles therefore and 
Governours of the Church carried themfelves towards theſe 
new Converts, as God Almighty 'did towards the Chil- 
dre of -1/ae], when he brought them firſt out of eAgypr. 
He-for a while led them by a Pillar of: Fire and of a Cats, 
gave them Water out of the Rock, and'rain'd down Bread 
and Fleſh from Heaven: This he did for them whilſt in 
their paſſage, thus extraordinarily provide for them, and 
in ſome caſes even humour that People, left upon eve 
little pretence they ſhould return back to the Garlick and 
Onyons of egypt; but after they were ſettled in the Land 
of Canaan, he then left them in their own hands, by ordi-' 
nary Common means to take care ofand provide for them-' 
ſelves, he did not ſhew the fame indulgence to them, as he 
did whilft they were in theWildernefs. | 
St. Paul would not take that reward that was due to him 
for Preaching the Goſpel, but himſelf Laboured hard night 
and day, becauſe he would not be chargeable to his Con- 
verts, 1 Theſſ. 2. 9. and this he did- for the furtherance of 
the Goſpel, that all might ſee he did not ſerve. his own B 
ly. But ſurely our Dilſenting Brethren do not think them- 
faves obliged by this 'Example, in places where Publick 
maintenance is ſettled on Minifters by Law to refuſe-to 
take it; and earn their own Bread by: ſome manual occupa-' 
tion, tho? thereby they ayoid giving offenceto Quakers, and' 
thoſe who call them hirelings, and fay they propheſie only 
" -for hy lners.. ©... - nag 's | - 
Thus it is uſually obſerved, that St. Paul writes quite af- 
ter a different manner to'the Romans and to the Galatians, 
. tho? upon the ſame ſubjed. *In his Epiſtle to:the Romans 
amongſt whom” he had ,never- yet been, he pittieth ' and ' 
pleadeth for the weak Chen, chargeth that they ſhould” 
not be deſpiſed'or caſt off; thatno cauſe of 'offence ſhould 
begiventhem, but to the Galatians a People that had beers 
fully inſtructed in the nature of their Chriſtian Libercy, a- 
mongfſt whom! himſelf had planted the Goſpel, and had 
been preſent; in perſon, and fo knew that they ' underſtood , 
better ; when fome of them fell i» the ſame Error, think- 
| ng 
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Leaders and Maſters in 1s, an preforibeto their Govec- 
nours and give Laws to all others, and to prefer their own 
private opinzon- (which they call their Conſcience) before. 
the Judgment of the wiſeſt-men, or the determinations of 
their lawful Superiours.' | And ifin all inftances we ſhould 
_ deal with them as weak perſons, turn thetn back to. 
their Primmer, adviſe tliem to karn_ their Catechiſm, 
; per would think themſclres highly wrong'd and inju- 


_ If theſoveral Diſſenters amongſt tis did-itz good earneſt 
laok upon themfdlves as wet, that is, Ignorarie, Ware- 
ring, half Chriſtians, did they think their diſlike of the. 
Conttitutions of our Church to be the effe& of ſuch weak- 
»2ſ3, they would be either mores careful re hide it, or woukd 
more diligently ſeek out for — they \would be mores 
modeſt and humble, cot fo forward to judge anbdandemn 
_ - what they do not undecltand z they would not eneoutage 
oneanother co hold ott and perſilt in this their wiekse/5,,a0r 
_— their Children in it, nor ſo Zealouſly endeavour 
ro, inſti] the ſache prejudices and miſtakes into all with 
whom. they. converſe. . Buc the wruth- is, ; they ofdinarily 
look upon their oppoſirian te, the orders'of 'our Church 45 
the effet of an' higher dlumination, greater khowledgs 
than other Men have attained ufhte, they rather count us 
the. weak Chriſtians ; if fome of them will allow us {© 
much; for otherwiſe if they do not rake us for the weak- 
er and worle Chriſhails ;- do they ſeparate from us ! 
Why do they aflaciate and combine together into diſtin 
| Congregations, as being purer, more ſelet Chriſtiahs than 
orhers? Now tho? ſuch perſons as theſe may be in truth ve- 
y weak, of little:jud or goodneſs, notwithſtanding, 
this conceit-of themſelves and their Party, yet theſe ares 
not by any /nans tb-plcad for indulgence under that Chara- 
c&er,nor ——_— ſhould forgo our jult Liberty to pleaſe 
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 ranice: wherein it was firft made: -But we now, ſay they , 
ſee by a clearer light, have greater knowledge, and have 
arrived, to - higher: pardons and ſo diſcover and cannor 
bear thoſe: faults and defeats, which before: were tolerable. 
Now who doth not ſe: that theſe two pleas are utterly in- 
- - conſiſtent: & deſtructive of one another ? to deſire abatement 
_ of the Ceremonies, and abolition. or alteration of the Li- + 
-rurgy- in; complyance with their weakneſs, and to demand 
the " {na becauſe of the greater knowledge and light they 
now eryoy;; above that , yo wherein this preſent Conſti- 
-tution of our Church was. eſtabliſhed. 'This-ſhews they will 
be either weak'or: frong according as it beſt ſutes: with the 
Argument they are —— againſt us; theyare contene- 
.ed to be reckoned as weak, only that on it they may ground 
-a/plaufible'obje&ion againſt us. ' oo te hs 
_ 1:13, Thoſe who are. really weak, thatis, ignorant and in- 
udicious, are to: be-born- withal only for a time, till they 
have received better inſtruction. We cannot be. always 
Babes in Chriſt, without our own groſs. fault and neglett ; 
he is ſomething worſe than a weak man who. is. fond of, and 
reſolutely againſt all” means of Conviction. perſiſts :in his. 
Jgnorance agd miſtake: The caſe of young beginners'and 
Novices is very pittiable, who have not been.taught their 
leſſon, bnt- the ſame condeſcenſion.is not due to thoſe, who 
are ever learning, and yer- are never-able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, not for want of capacity to: underſtand, 
but for want of humility and willingneſs to. be inſtructed. 
Such who are peeviſh and ſtubborn,. whoſe Ignorance and 
Error- is Voluntary and affe&ted., who will not yield 
' to the clearelt reaſon, if. it be againſt: their Son or 
their Party, can upon no. account claim. the. priviledges of 
2veak perſons. 696-0 30 | FAD Trent bg 
It is a/ great piece of _ inhumanity and: cruelty. to-put a 
Stumbling-block in.the-way: of a blind Man,. but he walks. 
at his own peril, who hath Eyes, and, will not be perſwaded 
to-open-them, thathe-might ſee and chooſe his way. Thus. 
our Sawyour- anfwered his Diſciples. when they, told him- 
that the Phariſees were offended at his Dodrine, Let them. a- - 
lene, they. be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind me | 
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the blind, Oe fall into the Ditch, Sr. Matt. 15, 14... They 
were reſolved not to: be ſatisfied with any thing our Savi- 
our faid or did, they watched for- an advantage and ſought 
occaſion againſt him; 'It was their Malice, not” their Tg- 

norance, that made them ſo apt to be'offended. Of” the 
therefore our Saviour hadno regard, who wereſo unreaſona- 

ble and obſtinate-in their oppoſition; * : | 

Not that/T would be ſo uncharitable as to condemn all, 
or: the- generality of our. Nonconforming © Brethren for ma- 
licious and wiltul in” their: diſſent from: us: '' God forbid 
that -Þ ſhould paſuch an unmerciful ſentence on ſo many 
wy believe) well meaning, tho' miſerably abuſed per- 
ſons, to: their own; Maſter they ſtand or' fall. But how-- 
_ i 2. Lwonld out of charityto them beg earneftly of them, 
that they would thorowly examine 'whether' they have 
__  Conſcientiouſly 'uſed all due 'means in their r for in- 

formation of their judgments concerning thoſe things the 
doubt of ; . whether they have ſincerely endeavoured to ſa- 
tisfie:themſelves, and have devoutly-Pray'd re Godt to free 
their minds from all prejudices and corrupt affetions, and 
have'patiently conſidered the grounds ard reaſons of, their 
Separation: from us; for --unlefs -it be thas really © with 
them, their weakneſs. is no more to be picjed; than that 
mans. Sickneſs, who. might be : cured by an eafie remedy 
if he; would but vouchſate to apply-it, *or would ſubmit to 
gond Countel: «itt fo hoot wh nr ng Pd 
- 23; :T muſt ſay that old and inveterate miſtakes, * that 
have been a thouſand times anſwered-and-proteſted againſt, 
are not much to be. heeded by us. If People will by no 
means be. prevailed upon , having ſufficient light and time 
allowed them , - to. lay afide their Childiſh 'apprehenſions 
and ſuſpicions, they.:can- hardly be: thought to: deſerve 
that compaſlion and tenderneſs St. : Paw] preicribes towards 
weak Brethren. I ſhall give one 'plain inſtancs. Let us 
ſuppoſe that at the firſt Reformation of Religion rio. 1 
us: ſome. very 'weak: (and fuch they muſt -be- if honeſt) 
were . offended at the Church's requiring Kneeling at the 
receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as keming 
, -; to * 


(' 185) 
to them to imply the adoration of. the Bread and Wine » 
and as likely to harden ſome Ignorant Poople in chat mon- 
ſtrous conceit of Tranſubſtanciation: Buttowaſter ſo many 
yours oo thy oor Cn or ——_ 
avowsthat no Ju is S pro- 
feffion of ſo many, that have uſed chat decent 

that they abhor the DoRrine of Chriſts bodily 

nay after the couragious ſufferings, even death- ir ſelf , of 
thoſe that firſt Eſtabliſhed this Reformation, po | 
they would, worſhip the. Hoff ; if ——— 

till clamour ag chis pgs as Pd 

with thoſe ger it, 4s rare divine regen 
nour to the Elements, all her LR es ischis; itis a grox 
ſigh that ir 15 not only, to which condeſcenſen'ts 
due, but ſomething worls that raiſcth and mairgairicth fach 
XY tions and offe#ces. .:-/./ 

This t I ee td ing whine thee 
fence arileth | ag doubtful or fi ar -0mggy ne þ thae - 
* are capable of being miſunderſtood. and tra 
'be apt throu So to provoke: pram evil. 

and doing of 


Yet FE there-be no moral evil iti; 
(a) 
me, I am bound to forbear them:nv. SES 


them'is of ſome conſiderable. 


arr autre wy I | 
- ps Cog -morg it-our — wer 50s of or 
Charch, : where: the ofertce that is cakemarthein arfſech” Tror 
fo mach fnom. on of. the injundtiots, 4 $amn Trictls 
8:0 als Ighorange, mi porvenines.' - Thus men re 
no 


(23. )- 


no longer weak in Scripture ſenſe, than they are ineulpadly. 
ant, ar which is all one, hs Plea of weakneſs is 
chat fufficient-inſtrugtian hath. Ark ems way er 
_ tathem, and other allowances madq according to mens bif- 
farent o——_—_ undgrſtanding. This ſhall tufficefar the 
firſt thing to ſhow what is the truo notion ofa 
ve >a 
6a i, give you an account what- it is to effend 
ſuch ane, Becauſe: Þ write for-tho wia:af: che Cammon: 
I ſhall- nor trouble them with tho ſoveral figni- 
—_— the Greek word which is Tranſlated Scandal or 
Jo nor diftin&ly conlider theſeveral places of Sevipture 
where it is _ —_—__ ſo fay as plainly to ſhew, Firft, that 
| le are __—_ miſtaken in the apron they have of it. 
Sndly, Wha it is truly rg offend or-give offene. - 
 .5Þ people ars S—_ On wont ſenſe 
wank ce. For by it cammonly un- 
Geltand Mtn anather,. and making him 
equently they think them- 


iy pes domer neo like aq" of; 4 ag —_— 


aig cheat 


I bother f, ths 
CD non 
men, 

> jor yur ©o ſes or hear ſuch aſad thing, andehies 
taken by them for an heinous cviae, exen 
the (omaiarhiiahte: Ret cally Scondilizing a weak Brother, Frey 
do any: chingaibich may ghanee ta gut any of their Godly: 
Brethren out of humour. - 1 ie 


ws Hen yr which is readezed, fgni 


(14) 


fies to aſe aſiamblitgblock! in thewayof another, which cau- 

ſes himtofall, or toenfnare and deceive him-into{ 

that is _— ſhallſhewmore ipreſently:Wemuſtnor. 
therefore interprer the: places of Scripture, where offendoruf- 

fence are nn by the: common importance of the words a- 

mongſt us, but by theundoubted ſignification-of the o _ 

word,which alllearned menagreetohave quiteanother ſenſe. 

It muſt not be concealed that there isone placein the. fa- 
mous fourteenth chapter'of the Romans that ſeems to favour 
this popular conceit v. 15. if thy Brother be grieved with thy 
meat, now walkeſt thou not charitably, and it 1s theonly one [- 
know of that ſounds this way, but ſurely it is more reaſo- 
nable, that this one verſe ſhould be interpreted. b by all: the- 
other placesof vs ts about this —_— thanall che reſt; 
explained bly to this-ſingle verſe. : Nay it ſufficient-- 
ly appears that by grieving our Brother, is: wa meatit dif- 

leaſing him, ormaking Hm forry.or fad; but:wounding or: 
h urting him, and ſoit is uſed to denote, that which cauſes: 
grief or ſorrow: For:in:the very next.words at:follows,: 
deſtroy mat him auth thy meat for whom _ rene era 


is here expreſſ _ 13;:cal Fi | 
ling-block: or an ry quan ny and wv... 21: wr. d wither 10 
eat a Fleſh, nor drink Wine, nor'' any thing.\ wher Brother. 
ſtumbleth, or is offendrd, or is  maderweak.;; all whit fignitic- 
the ſame with being grizved.» 'T0: beaffended on.grieved not; 
to. be:troubled 'at* 9-ry hath done'our of ipity/and 
concern for:his:Soul; but to:receive;/hurt-our ſolves bm: ity: 
being by it'drawn. or deceived into!ſome ſin,” and:our-own- 
fall occaſioneby. whatour Brother hath done;: is thatwhich / 
OO ro and py mo pn _ a ; 
o' revail among \/S as P&z* we 3 
ed people; ioles think that they! muſt -Hiotdolany Hor ; 
we 0 are difpleafedor grionaddata oitfer theſe | 
few things to their-conlideration, : 1107-77! 
5» That thus to-cenſureand condemn the adtions;)andeo 
diſpleaſed and wich cheperſons'of;thoſs.that Qif-- 
fs From appr ue refule-any longer to--j » EF Yee in” 
ir Separate ations,/ is agreatir ſh- 
neſs an arinens, Our and-is';thae: very" fin. rag 
x Paul 


; (15}) 
Paul often warns his:weak believers againſt, . viz. that they 
ſhould not raſhly judge thoſe whoknewtheir chuty,- andun- 
derſtood their Chriſtianliberty-berter than-themſelves. This 
ſeems to be' the ſame-with that Argument:the-Papiſts uſe 
tO perſwade men into, or to keep them in thtir-Communi- 
on, as the ſafeſt way to Heaven; ſincethey fo confidently 
damn all-Men, whom, tho':never fo unjuſtly,” they. thruſt 
out of | their: Church. - Becauſe: ſome of our Deſſenting Bre- 
thren are ſo froward and unmerciful in-their cenſures, and 
fo. fond of their.own:-way, as to brand all that-rerurn rothe 
Church wich the infamous names of Apoſtates, Time-ſer- 
vers, Men that have made Shipwrack of Faith and a good 
Conſcience, and have forſaken Chriſt for fearof Perſecuti- 
on,. and the likes therefore all thoſe, who are convincedof 
the lawfulneſs of Conformity,” yet ought: ftill-to continue 
with them intheir = v6r ay leſt:they provoke and irritate 
their. anger and diſpleaſure againſt them ;' and' thus any 
company of men, that ſhall joyn rogether and reſolve to 
uarrel with all that do not-as they do; or that ſhall leave 
; vp 2a muft oblige all for ever to remain with them, 
for fear of giving them offence... If what I do is not evil in 
it RIF, itcannot becomeſuch, becauſe another Manis cauſe- 
leſly. angry with me for doing of it. Let butthoſe, who 
Separate from us, mortifie all pride and overweening opi- 
nionof: themſelves, and. their own way, let them lay aſide 
all Zeal of partiesand little ſingularities, and learnto judge 


c 


righteouſly and ſoberly of themſelvesand others, and then 
the cauſe of all this ofence: will be ſoon removed. | 

2. They chat pretend 'that'this fear of of ending, that is, - 
diſpleaſing their -weak'Brethren. hinders their complyance 
with the. Church, ought ſeriouſly co'examine themſelves, 
whether it is-nat really only the care: of their credit; and 
reputation with their party, that keeps them from Confor- 
mity... They are loth todoſe that ſhare they have in the aft- 
fectionsof ſo many,- or to fink in: that eſtimation they have 
obtained - of great SanRtity,” by joyning with the. ſtride(t 
and pureſt Chriftians. For undoubtedly: Men's reputation 
amongſt a party 15.4 very great tempration'to detain them 
' in Error, and 15a mighty pony ro their underſtanding, 

: and 


((726)) _ 
andreceivi 5 the truth; 'or the: doing-of' cheir' oa re 


Ehits on-Sonier faidaf:che-Feows;!: ohm! 9." 
je believe; bwhoreceror: honour one (ef aworher, "ſeek; mot the 
honour. rha_cunteth: from mats x | 
When therefore: Men kns; i it will be a Seddalows thing 
fortliens- rowtoconform;-theycoften:mean nothing elſeby 
ie, but-thar-it will be unhandfom;: and aUifgrace | thing 
for them: ito: NE es Hobs .confefs their miſtake, 
and.retract what have fo long, and'46 Zealouſly de- 
fended:.; Or-ette let tom look. well, that it is nor ſome pal- 
try ſecular intereſt; that lies ar. the bottom,” they dare.not 
Offend rhtir weak. Brecbrenz that: is; they ate-afraid theyſhalf 
_ themiTradgs they ſhall many of their good 


pot ebointis Fc a Conbrebat.- 
_ _ CG they mitt Be Como of ie.” Bar this istru- 
ly-to become: the ſervants: of Men, fuch as 'theſe are the 
moſt rank Men-pleafers, :and therefore it/is good advice of 
Ar, Baxter [m1 bi Cure "of Churebs diviſions, 'p." 1:41. "Pleaſe 

men in all thongs lawfal For their vl and Edifcation; and be- 
k ene? all things to all mew'in a I, Way: But' depart not "from 
the principles -or prattice of Chriſtian Union, Communion, Charj- 
by.on- Sobriety,*t0 pleaſe a en bot-brain ” d Parey', ; 90-7 eff 

e. their, ' cenſares. - 

-1;2-- If tad loalh ouvnwrabs Brod aces che frfal fon: 
ing him: ated by: Sti:'Pail, it would prove arr intofc- 
rable 'Yoke upon Mens Conteiences;' would beget cadltefs 
perplexities and difficulties, {6'thar'we ſhould nor he able to 
do any, thing, tho--never ſo-indifferent, with a quiet and 
well, aſſured:mind, - -fince as'the Worldnow is; fome one or 
other will; in- this ſenſe be 'Scandalized/ar it. ' By doing we - 
ſhall anger ſoine, by : forbearing we ſhall provoke others ; 
and ſince thoſe;: who-callthemſelves weak, are divided and 
ſhatter'd into ſeveral Sets and Factions, each condemning 
all the other, :it is: impoſſible for us'to- —_ with any one 
of them, but we ſhall rhereby diſpleaſe /all' the reſt.” He 
therefore, that: would-with a good: Conſcience perform: his 
duty, in whatever place he lives; or relation he Rtands in, 
mult diſpleaſe both good- and bad Men; as things now are 


amongſt 


: (uy } 
amongſt us. It «,@ very ſmall thing, as St. 'Payl tells ws, to be 
Judged of Men, when they paſs their umwarzantable cenſures 
Pg: BE, and-.our 'aRions.;; and, they, who gayern them- 
lresby the apinipns;and fancies of -ochers,,camnever tell 
whither they ſhall þedex by.this principle. :.:They: are flaves 

"totheParty they eſpouſe, and muſt:run. with tthem-into. all 
the. Folly and Extravagance.they can be guilty. of; or if ac 
leaft.they are forced to leave them, they:ſhall in the end:;be 
more. hated and deſpiſed. by- chem, thanif. they had never 

4:4 add only, that agcerding to this Rule, thatwe miſt 

not do any-thing which may diſpleaſe or grieve our weak 

Brethren, «we do ineffet ſubmit our Judgments -and Conſci- 

enges:to the Conduct of the- moſt-ignarant , and injudicious 

Chniſtians, and yield. them thas Power; and Authority 

Superiours ; and it cannot but ſeem a very .hazd tafe; that 

they who areſo-cender of, their Chriftipn liberty, andthink 

id 'highly infringed and. violated by the determinations of 

their- Superiqurs about. indifferent matters, ; ſhould yet ſuf- 
far; themſelves; to be. thus ſtraitly tied up by-che wills'and 
paſlians: of their aveak: Brethren: Jf 5h atre: jo, Taich Mr. 

Baxter. p. 134s0b the forenamed Book, he met, Childiſh and 
FWoraniſh fort of Chriſtians, who have:the weakeſt judgments, and 

the frevgeſtiwills and paſſions muſt rule all the World; for theſe are 
hardlieſt ipleaſed;:: and-mnoiman- muſt diſpltaſe them, '; Whatever 
condeſgenſion-'therefore-may.be due.to. the: weak and igno- 

_ rant; yet itwasnever:intended that they ſhould govern the 

wiſer, and þettet.inftfrudted Chrittians, 1n all their aRions ; 

and who-can; Govern/more Abſolutely, than they whoſe 
wills muſt never;be crofſed, and whomnone mult diſpleaſe? 

From ll cthis::1 gonclude;; that-this--cannot be. the ſenſe 

of - Srondalizing_or\giving; Offence, viz. doing jof. Jomething 

which another takes-ill, -0r.is angry; with us for-ir. 

-.2: Lam:now..inthe Second place to ſhew, what is the 
true meaning of: Offending or:Scandalizing in Scripture. The 
Gretk word:wthiehiwe/Tranflate Scerdal.or Offence-ſignifies 
either;a Trap and Snare,andelſemore commonly lomething 
liid-inthe: wayyzof- knogher, which occaſions/his ſtumbling |. 

8 | 2. or, 


( 18 ) 
of falting, by which he is' bruiſed - and hurt, and -fo conſe- 
_ . quently, *whatever it was that hindred Men from becom- 
" ing Chriſts ' Diſciples, or diſcouraged them in their new 
Profeſlion, or-tempted them'to forfakethiar Faith they had 
lately-embraced, is: called a Scanydal-or Offence. * It is ſome- - 
times rendred 'an"6ceafion to fall, as Rom. 14. 1 3. occaſion of 
ſtumbling, as 1 Jr 2.'10. 4 fumblingy-block, Revel. 2. 14. or 
8 thing that doth offend, as St. Matt. 13. 41. In alt which 
places there is the ſame Original word. © + 
Hence to Offend or Scandalize any one; 'as it is commonly 
_ uſed inthe New Teſtament; is"to do "ſomething, which 
tends to eſtrange or fright Men from'the Chriſtian Profef- 
ſion, to beger in them. hard and unworthy thoughts of” ir, 
or is apt, 'when they_ are- converted; to-turn them from it; 
and'make them repent - of their* change Of this I ſhall. 
_ give ſome'few inftancegout of the Diſcourſes of otir Saviour 
and his Apoſtles: - © ft ODEO FLANGE CUNIONTS[T 7» 
Thus our Bleſſed Lord, St. Marth. 19.47.15 faid to have 
_ paidtribute, 'leſt he ſhould Ofend''or Scandalize the Jews. 
This was more than” he was bound' to for'he tells us; the 
Childrer are free. 'But he did it,*thathe (might not give'a- 
ny occaſion to'his 'Enemies to *reprefernt him to the Peo- 
ls, as a contemner'df their Law, -oran Enemy-to-Czfar, 
(according as you underſtand that 'Friburte to be-paid either 
_ tothe Romans or the Temple) and ſo-prejudice them" a- 
gainſt his Perſon and Do&rine: This" our 'Saviqurs'.own 


_ © Country-men; whoWere/ acquainted withhisParher, aid 


Mother, and'Kindred, who knewthe' meanefs of his Birth . 
and Education, | Mark 6. 3.-were Ofended: or Scandalized - 
at him. They'were aftoniſhed at*the'great things:he did; 
and- the greater-things he- ſpoke; and would in all-proba- 
bility have believed or him; had they not known his mean 
Original and EmploymetR: ' I-nct thas the Carpenter,” the Sonu 
of Mary, &«c. "'Afﬀer- the ſame manner; 'when our Lotd, 
St. Fohn 6. 61. had diſcourſed of eating” the Fleſh of the Son 
of Man, they that heard him", taking-it in @ groſs car- 
nal ſenſe, were Offnded' or Scandalized/ at him.; They 
begatr to 'doubt” of his being -.a true” Prophet, or the 
Meſſiah, who would teach 'his Diſciples-40/turn jon 
bals.. "> us; 


A x 


(19) 
Thus again our Saviour, before the night in which he 
was betrayed told his Diſciples, St. Matt. 26. 31. all of 


ye ſhall be Offended or Scandaiized, becauſe of me this Night ; 


that is, ſhall fly away andſhametully forfake me, when you 
behold my hard ufage, and diſmal ſufferings. So Chri/# 
Crucifigd, 1 Cor. 1. 23. to the Fews was a Scandal or ſtumb- 


 bing-blcck ; thatis, they had-ſet their minds and hearts on a 


temporal earthly King, and expected to be freed from the 
Roman Yoke; and to be reſtored to their former Domini- 
ons and greatneſs, as the effect of the coming of their Mef- 
fah, and therefore could nor be perſwaded to own him for 
their Prince, and Saviour, and the Son of God, who was 
= to ſuch a Curſed and Ignominious death. In the ſame 
enſe they who heard the Word of Gid, Mark 4. 17. . and re- 
cerved it with gladneſs, but having no root in themſelves, when 
Affiittion or Perſecution aroſe for the Fords ſake, were preſently 


* offeided or Scandalized; that is, were ready to leave and re- 


nounce that Profeffion; that was likely to coſtthem ſo dear: 
After the'publiſhing of. the Goſpel by the, Apoſtles, that 
which moſt Rumbled the Jewiſh Converts, was the danger 
Moſes's Law and their Temple Worſhip, and the ſingular 
reeminences of -the Seed of Abraham, ſeemed to be in of 
being undermined: by Chriftaniry. Fhey. were” ftrangely 


 wedded'to © their Legal obſervances, fond of Circumciſion 


and thoſe peculiarities, which: diftinguiſhed their Nation 


_ fromthereſt of mankind, they were jealous of any Do- 


drine;'that encroached upon their Priviledges,or tended to 
bring them down to the ſame level with the Uncircumcifed 
World. ” This mightily Ofc:ded them, and hardned them 
againſt Chriſtianity; whereas. on the other ſide, the Gen- 
tte Converts with as much reaſon, 'were afraid of putting 
their Necks under f6 heavy a Yoke, or being brought into 
ſabje&tion to the Jewiſh Law, 'andthere was no ſuch effe&tu- * 
al way to ſcare them from Chriſtianity, as when it came 
attended with the burden of the Moſaical Ceremonies ; 
which were an Offence tothem; thatis, did diſcourage them 
from believing in Chriſt, or continuing in his Faith. Now 
to prevent the miſchiefs, that might ariſe from: theſe diffe- 
cent apprehenſions amongſt the Chriſtian Proſclites, was —_ 
| | occaſion. 


occaſion of the meeting of that firſt Council at Feruſalem, 
mentioned 4s 15. .and of cthoſe:diretions.which St.: Paul 


gives Rom. 14. Concerning our- behaviour. towards weak 
Brethren. | Os | 


(221 ) 
Thoſe are notſizch Godly perſons, as they would bethought; 
who are ſo ready at all turns to be Offended; for how can 
. they be reckon'd to excel others in knowledg or. goodnefs, 
who are ſo eafily upon every occaſion drawn or tempted'to 
ſin? Thus Mr. Baxter himſelf tells the Separatifts' its his 
Care of Church Diviſions. Uſually, faith he, men talk moſt a- 
' gxinſ Scandalizing thoſe, whom they account to be the beſt, and 
the beſt are leaſt in danger of [inning ;' and (0 they accuſe them 
to be the worſt, or elſe they know not what they: fay ; fer pp 
a Separatiſt ſhould ſay, if you hold Communicn with any Pariſh 
Miniſter or Church in England, it will be a Scandal to many 
good people : Twould ask ſuch an one, Why call you thoſe good per-" 
phe that are eaſily drawnto fin againſt God? Nay, that will fnbe- 
cauſe I do my duty : Therefore if you know what you ſay, you 
make the Separatifts almoſt the worſt of men, that will (in againſt 
God, becauſe another will not ſm. Cog 
The great thing our Nonconformiſts Ron -unto above 
other men, is tenderneſs of Conſcience, by which they muſt 
mean, if they mean any Vertae'by it, a great fear of do- 
ing any thing that is evil ;' and this, where is in'truth, is 
the beſt ſecurity that” can be deviſed againſt being' Sianda- 
lized or 'Offended, by. what other Men do; that is, againſt 
_ drawn into fin by it. So that they do'really diſparage 
and ſeverely refle&t upon the Diſſenters, who are thiis afraid 
of aivitg cheas Ofchee, as T have'explained it.” wy 
2. No man can. with ſenſe ſay of himſelf, that he ſhall 
be Scaxdalized at what another man does; for it is as much 
as to ſay, that by ſuch a perſon anc! ac&tion,. he ſhall be led 
into fin ignorantly, and his ſaying this confures his igno- 
rance': If he knows it to be a fin, he is not” betrayed” into 
it,'nor doth he fall into ic through ignorance and miſtake 
(which is the caſe of thoſe that are Scandalized) bur wilfully 
commits it. This a great Biſhop compares with the pzeviſh- 
nefs of a little Child, who when he 1s commanded to pro- 
nounce "the word he hath no mind to, tells you he cannot. 
ronounce. that word, at the fame time naming the word 
he pretends he cannorſpeak. Such Nonſenſz itis for aman 
to Sbid me doinig any thing upon prerence it will be a 
Scandalto him, ar make him through miſtake fall into "_ 
UL, 
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ſin, when by thisit is plain that he knows of it before hand, 
. and fo may, and ought to avoid the ſtumbling-block, that 
1s laid before him, and the danger that he. is expoſed-unto. 
Surely faith Solomon, Prov. I-17. m vain i the Net ſpread in 
the fight of any Bird. Ba | 
to Offend or Scandalize any one, is to tempt and draw 
him into ſome fin, whereby his 'Conſcience is wounded, 
' there then can be no fear of giving Offence by our Confor- 
mity to the orders and uſages of our Church, becauſe there 
is nothing appointed by or uſedin it, but what may be com- 
plyed withal without fin :. For this, as I before obſerved, is 
ſuppoſed in the Queſtion I at firſt propounded to diſcourſe 
of that he, who abſented from his Pariſh Church for fear 
of Offending bis weak / Brethren, was convinced in his own. 
mind of the _lawfulneſs of all that is enjoyn'd; and there- 
fore by his own Conformity, he can only engage others © 
to do as he hath done, which as long as he-is perſwaded to 
be lawful, I do not ſee how he can be afraid of Scandaliz- 
ing others by it, or making them to fin by his Example, un- 
leſs he will 1magine his Brethren, not ſo week, but A wick- 
ed, as to worſhip the Hof, becauſe he Kneels at receiving 
of the Sacrament, and to adore, the Croſs becauſe, he bows 
at theName of Jeſus, or that they will renounce all Religi- 
on becauſe he hath forſaken their ways of Separation : This 
cannot but prove a vain excuſefor meto forbear doing that, 
in which there is really no evil, leſt by the Authority of my 
example I make others fin in doing the ſame innocent ai: 
on ; which in this caſe is ſo far from being tobefeared, that 
if by:my example. I prevail with others to return into the 
Cominunion of our Church, they are not thereby ac all 
Scandalized, but I have done them a moſt ſignal kindneſs 
and benefit. rae eats ba 
If it be ſaid, that tho what I do is in it RIF lawful, yet 
it may. miniſter occaſion or provocation. to others to do 
- fomething elſe that is unlawful, and fo I become truly guil- 
ty of giving Offence ; I-Anſwer, that we are accountable 
only. for the natural rendencies, or probable effedts of our 
ations, which may be eaſily foreſeen and prevented. Re- 
more probabilitizs and contingencies and bare poſſibilities 
| come . 


Ro - 6232) 
come not into reckoning, nor are they at all tobe weighed. 
F in every action I am.bound ta conſider what advantage 
a wicked ferrfual Man, or a weak filly man might take, and 
what Argumencs he might poffibly thence draw to en- 
courave himielf in fin and folly, or excufe himfelf from the 7. 
care of his Soul afd Religion, this would open the door to 
infinite Scrupuloſity and trouble, and I ſhould hardly be 
able todo or ſpeak any thing without the incurring the guile 
of piring Scandal. Now this being ſuppoſed, IT daie bold- 
ly challenge any Marr to name any one ſin either againl 

Nei ur, or our felves, that our Conformity 
doth give any real probable occaſion unto; and it is very 
uncharitable co conceit, that our Nonconforming Brethren 
will out of meer perverſenefs, or ſpite and revenge run irito 
fin,” on ptirpoſe ro make onr leaving them criminal and vi- 
cious ; which if any ſhould be fo wicked as to do, yet they 
would loſe the deſign of their malice, and prove the only 
guilty” perfons themſetves, | 

—_ Theonly ching Timagine can be further faid in this caſe, 

1s, thar tho I am well fatisfied my If, yet by my Confor- 

mity I may tempt and provoke ochers that are nor fatisfied 

"concerning the lawfutnefs of it, nay choſe who judge it ab- 

folately finfal, yer rarher chan ſtand our, or being moved 
by the opinion they have of my goodnefs and Wiſdom, to 

follow my example with a doabring or gaunſaying Conſci- 
ence. Suppoſe a Matter of a Family that uſfedto frequent the 
ove Moat , and his Wife and Children and Servants 
uſed to follow him thither ; but afterwards, by reading of 

_ fach good Books as have been lately written, is himſelf fatis- 

fied concerning the lawfulnefs of going to Church, and act 

laſt rhinks it his dury fo todo, only he 1s afraid that the reſt 
of his Family to plzaſe and humour him, will be ape alſo co 
forfake the privare Mzctings, and go along with him to 

Church, tho it be alrogethe: againſt their judgment and 

Conſcience : Or fuppoſe him a-man of conc amongſt 

his Neighboars, on whoſ& favour many do depend, of greac 

intereſt and repucarion, by whoſe example many areſway'd 

and led. Tho himfelf doth contorm upon good reafons and 

principles, yer his example may invite mary others to it, 
' 12 
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tho they have received no ſatisfaction concerning. the law- 
RESTE ooo Di Toni mand re: 
Now here I deſire theſe three things-may be-confglered. 

"1. It is certain that,itis as unlawful to go.tothe Separate 
Meetings againſt ones Conſcience, as it is to go to the pub- 
lick Church againſt ones Conſcience. Why : le zhenor 
this man to be as afraid, when he leaves his Pariſh-Church 
and frequents the private Congregation, leſt he ſhould draw 
ſome to follow him thither with. a doubting Conſcience ; as 
well as he fears, if he leaves the Meetings and reſorts to his 
Pariſh-Charch, ſome' not: ſatisfied concemging the lawful- 
neſs of it, ſhould come after him thither ? The influence 
of his Example, intereſt, reputation, is the ſame-in both 
inſtances; the danger of, giving this Scandal is equal ; that 
therefore which ought to determine his pradtice mult be his. - 
own Judgment and perſwaſion, ; _ — 7 

2. Such an one, who hath been a Separatiſt;*but is now 

himſelf fatisfied of 'the Iawfulneſs of Pa Graakey , ought 
to take great care and pains. in Endeavouring to fatisfie 0- 
thers alſo, eſpecially, thoſe, whom. he hath any. cauſe to 
think to 'have been led into the ways. of Separation by his 
Example :. He muſt not be aſhamed to own his former mi- 
ſtake, ro ſet before them the reaſons on which his change 
is grounded, and muſt do thispublickly and frequently, per- 
ſwading othersto ufe the fame helps and means, which were 
- ſo effectual for his own conviction. And thus he doth all 
- that lieth inhis power topreventthis ill effe&, and ſhall nat 
be furtber anſwerable forthe conſequences of what he doth. 

3. Ir is truly obſerved by ſome, that conſidering the 
known temper of the Nenconformiſts, it is not very likel: 
any ſuch nuſchief ſhould enſue, viz. that by the example 
of one or more leaving their Separate Afſemblies, others. 
ſhould be moved to follow them againſt their own Judg- 
ment and Conſcience. It is abundantly notoriofis how the 
have uſed to treat thoſe that have deſerted them; wit 
what irreconcileable enmity they have proſecuted them, 
looking upon them as their worſt Enemies, paſſing more 
grievous cenfures upon them than upon thoſe who have all 
their liveslong continued in our Communion. 


- * 
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+4 I proceed in the laſt place to obſerve from what TI 
have diſcourſed concerning giving Offence, that if to Offend 
any. one,. be.to; lead, him-into ſin, then we may Scandalize 
and give Offence to. others, as ſoon by- pleaſing them and 
complying with them, as by diſplealing them and going 
contrary to their mind and humour. | | 

St. Paul, who Circumciſed Timothy, As 16. 3. in favour 
of the weak Fews,that he might inſinuate and ingratiate him- 
ſelf into them, refuſed to Circumciſe T;rms, Galat. 2. 3. tho 
he made the Fews angry by it, yet he would not give place 
by ſubjeftion, or ſubmiſſion and condeſcention to them, no 
not for-an hour © He conſidered the different ſtates and con- 
ditions of the perſons he had to deal withal. He complyed; 
co Circumciſe 7erby, leſt all. the Fews with him ſhould 
| have forſaken the Chriſtian Faith, and for the ſame reaſon 
he. denied to Circumciſe Tits ,, left thoſe of Feruſalem 
. ſhould think he was of opinion, that the Jewiſh Law held 
ſtill in force, and ſo-the Croſs of. Chriſt ſhould become of 
no cffe& to them, He pleaſed: indeed the former -for fear 
of driving them from Chriſtianity, and for the ſame reaſon 
he diſpleaſed the latter, leſthe ſhould give them occaſion to 
chink the obſervation of _ Moſes's Law always neceflary. He 
had truly Scandalized:them, if he had done as they would 
have had him : He had Offended them: in the true Scripture 
ſenſe, if he had pleaſed and humoured them; and this is 
the-moſt ordinary way, of Scandalizing Chriſtians amongſt 
us, by not plainly telling Men of their faults and miſtakes, 
by not {| peaking freely and roundly to them, nor ating 
couragiouſly, whereby they become hardned and confirm- 
edintheir folly and ignorance. 4 

To this purpoſe I cannog; but repeat the words of Mr. 
Baxter in the Book I have ſo often cited ; Many a time, faith 
' he, 1 have the rather gone to the Common-Prayers of the publick. 
Aſſemblies for fear of being a Scanaal to thoſe Jame men that 
called the going to them a Scandal : that us, for fear of hard- 
ning them 18 4, ſinful Separation and Error ; becauſe I knew that 
24s not, Scandal which they called Scandal ; that is, diſpleaſ- 


- 


ivg them, and crofſing their. opinions ; but hardning them in an_ 
Error. or, other. fin, & true Scandalizing. Underſtand thus, or 
OW Jy | D's 0 nY go 
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you will diſpleaſe God under 'pretence of” "wuviding Scandal, 
Thus by complying with, ou Difſenting Brerfren were- 


it; We countenance and gon © their finful Separation 


mifchiefs which haye happened both to Church an Sears 
our Religious diſputes and divifions ; 


of the lawfatnefs. of Coforniity, bur is: afraid of, pivitig 
fafter co his Partſh-Charch, that he miight'not OferZ 


( 27+) 
ced of the lawfulneſs of yy. rata Parifſf-Chuych, and 
uſing the Forms of Prayer and Ceremoniesby Law appoin- 
ted, ought not to forbear doing-the ſame for fear of giving 
fach ' Offence ro: his weak Brithrey.” "There ate many other 
thingy to be confidered in” this Caſe, befides this matter of 
private Scandal ; and'if there be greater evil\in, and'greater 
miſchief to-others; and amore publick Scandal-doth follow 
our forbearing Communion withtheChareh and'withdraw- 
ing mco/private Affemblies, than can happen by our leav- 
mg them and-returning to the Church, and complying 
with its orders, 'we ought then CT m_—_ 
_ the Offence thar is imagined may be raken at ir. -For th 
two things, as I ſuppoſe, are agreed-on all hands; one is, 
thae nothing which 15 finful may be -done ro-2vvid Scantda- 
lzing- others ; the'other is, that to-avoitl-a Tefs Scunrdal be- 
ae EN, we muſt not give a greater Scandal and 
* vaſtly more pernicious confequtience two: a mych bigger 
number of -perſons; and by theſe rwo Rules F hall now 
judge of the Caſe at firſt propounded. BE. 
= ; rdpumy nar te rg} avoil'othersbe- 
_ Inp' Seandatized, which is directly the Apr/Hee Dotirme; Rom. 
+. "Zbat 2e muff mot to evil, that ond oye nor is arty 
neceſſary duty! robe omitred-out'of pridence'or charity ro 
others; Kehiey-throngh-Error C_ be hurt by ir: 
We muft not to prevent the greateſt finin another, com- 
wie cheleft fin-our ſelves; nor difobey Gods Law, and{o 
mn thehazard of gurown damnation; tho tt be to fave the 
Soul of our Brother: Thus Cakom tells. us, Inftir. #b.. 3. c: 
9. Que neceſſaris- ſunt ſatin, nallins  offenticul;” timore onric- 
rentls ſunt. Whatever m neceſſary to-be done by torrtur of Guds 
Command'is not: tv be omirted for fear of Offence ; and again m 
the lame place; 'B5c Charitats rationem habert decer, fel fone 
aid ive.” Onr Charity to-our Brother ought to br hmired by this, 
that we do not for bis ſake diſpleafe God. og | 
' The very beſt things and attions'may be pervertedÞy 
Men of ill-difpoſed or weak minds, falſe confequencesant 
unjuſt inferences'may be ftraind from chem ;_ as. we know 
che grace'of' God in the Goſpel was abnſed into arr argu- 
ment- for licentionſineſs, and Chr/f himfelf-is fair» be = 
or 


(/2$;) | 

or the fall of many, St. Luke 2. 2.4. but {till this doth not Can- . 
je peg rt Pat to.univer{al obedience to:Gods Law, nor 
canit alter the nature of good and evil, duty and ſin; which 
. are no ſuch uncertain SOOT INgh, as todepend-upon 

the conſtructions others} ſhall make of our actions, or the 
concluſions they ſhall draw from-them; God Almighty in 
the making of his Laws hath.a perfe& comprehenſion of all 
the accidental events, that. may happen-either through the 
weakneks or wickednefs, of, Men ; and we muſt not. think 
our ſelves, to be wiſer than God,. taking upon. ourſelves to 
diſpenſe: with his. Commands without, any-allowance-from 
him, asif himſelf had not foreſeen. thoſe inconveniences 
which may ariſe from our doing our duty-: it can therefore 
never be, that obedience to God ſhould give any real Scar- 
dal; and whatever Offence may be taken at my. doing,of my 
daty, it is a contradiction to ATASARe it inpgraive tome, -as 


a ſin or fault, (for it is to. ſuppoſe one to. diſobey God, in 


EyIng him) but they alone are chargeable who are Ofend- 
"i It. | EY. OT | 
Now by the exprol Command of, God, we are obliged 
to obey the lawful injun&ions of our Superiours, COD 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical ;.. and if any are ſohardy as to:dgny 
this, they. muſt ſeek for another Bible our of , which to judge 
of Gods will; for there is hardly any one duty of Religion 
more plainly Commanded, more frequently and earneſtly 
refled in the New "Teſtament, than, quiet,and,peaceable 
ubjedtion to Authority, bath; in Church and-State,. in all 
things lawſul,- and that not only to'avoid puniſhment, [byt 
for Conſcience fake; and to retuſe obedience in ſuch things, 
is a fin agung pe fifth Commandos -. That oy: A 
muty required by our Church, 'contains not.any thing in it, 
ankowd, muſt be granted, .as I hays\already- SED by: 
allrhoſe who make uſe. of this Plea of «Scandal, from all 
which the neceſſary Concluſion:is..s..1 | : 


oy 


Since we may not redeem a Scandal by diſobedience to 
God, ſince. God hath-plainly, required our ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe whom he hath ſet-over.us in all things: lawful; ;fince 

if acknowledges by choſe I:now diſcourle,wich,, that Cone 
tormity.to the: Churchis enjoyned by a,compercar Authogi- | 
| | tY, 


Q 


 « 


(29) 
ty, andis lawful;-Lfay the necefſary;conclufion is, that. no 
Man'can with a good Conſcience refiiſe.co.conform only 
; Our Diſenting Brethren, when they are urged with this Ar- 

_ gument neicher do. nor:can deny any of-the Premiles,' they 
muſt confeſs that.no-fin may be-commirted upon, any,ac+ 

_ count-whatſoever;'and that a Man is not bound to proyide 
for his:Brothers ſafety by wounding his own Soul; they.can- 
not deny but that.God hath Commanded us to be ſubje&t to 
Lawful Authority in all things lawful, but then to evadethe 
force of . this reaſoning, they have endeavoured to load the 
concluſion with ſome ſeeming difficulties.and abſurdities, 
which they pretend follow from this principle, that-we-are 

bound. to obey, notwithſtanding the Scandal that may enſue 
upon: it. : The: chief of theſe I ſhall. mention, and briefly 
return an Anſwer to them. VEG; | | 

I.. Itis pleaded that thoſe precepts, which contain only Rituals, 

are to give place to thoſe, which do concern the welfare of Mens 
Bodies, and much. more to thoſe, which $6:reſpee the welfare of. 
our Brothers Soul ;- ſo that,” when\-both:\ together .cannor be obſer- 
wed, 2e muſt negle# or wiolate the former, 'to obſerve the latter : 

_ "That this is trueevenof ſome Commandsgiven By God him- 

ſelf; to which purpoſe our Saviour doths produce that ſay- 

ing of the Prophet Hoſea, I will have Mercy and not Sacxifice. 

Now-'if- Sacrifces prefcribed by God himfelf, . which were 

fo-conſiderable a-part of the: Divine Worthip.-under Meſes's 

Law, | yet were:to give place to-aats of mercy, how much 

more are the poſitive injundtions-of Men,. that concern on- 

ly the externals and circumſtanrials of Religion, to yield 
to the Royal and indiſpenſable Law of Charity, of which 
this duty of not: giving Offence to others, is ſuch} an Emi- 
nent part. Thus, ſaith Mr. Fears in his Second Part of 

Scholaſtical Divinity, What Laws of any Earthly Wight whatſc- 

ever concerning Ceremonies can be move obligatory, than the Com- 

mands of God touching the externals of his Worſhip and Service , 

"and yet it i his will and pleaſure, that theſe externals of hs 

Worſhip ſhould be laid afide for the performance of outward works 

of mercy” : If therefore the ſacred Ordinances 'of God are ta 

give way unto works of mercy unto tht bodies of Men, ſi rel 
14/3 
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theme move as the ti of bumas inventions 80. nprenmy oa 
f wean the Bale of Mew: - ; * ÞLONR 1684 
| In {dar to on Ne it is readily acknowledged that when 
there doth ha bog orc fach'incerfering between two :Com- 

tlie one 


mands of = Politite;: the other Moral, 'che Po- 
. firive ought always:to.give place tothe: Moral ; and by the 
 Gmereaſon' the PoiveCommands of our Superiours:oughe 
certainly to £0: the Moral Commands of They 


which are:  nchnls rand immatable obligation” 
ceaſe to bind vs either in caſe of abſolute ty Cry own 
they plainly hinder our performance of rat = 
to God or our Neighbour ; and rhe Chorctii is zed £o 
difpence' with ws orders, 'as God Almighty allow the 
neglect of his own poſitive Inftitutionsimfuch- Circumktan- 
ces. Bur'then this is only, 'where the neceflicy' weganoapid 
extream, the ſin we mu otherwiſe commir evident : 
rain ; and attaft our Obedience is diſpenſed withal only for 
that-one times 

_ ina caſe of Front Our" Saviour Sr. Match. 22. 


grind oi SR Mfr rho eat ; tac _ ©a- 
kent a pho ra wr her courts and refuſed wo have 


our' Nevins wool : Fel NE pms how Dardich 
is nearer to our Caſe ; becauſe God did prefer as of Afer- 
cy before Sacrifices where both could not be done, yer this 
would not have juſtified any mans my leaving 4 Sa 
or refuſing to do/it at Ferwſalem,: urrentinganocher 

way of Worthip,: as more expedient than Sacnificing, - or 
chooſing another place*0\ \Sacrifice- in, which be 
more convenient for all the Jews thats thar City was... We 
may leave'our Prayers, / ako the Chard co-fave he lite 
of our Neighbour, or to quench the firmg of his 'Houte, 
bur tilt chis would be buc.a pirytul-pretence-for ourwholly 
abJenring our ſaves from'/Church, and conftanrnegledt of 
qur Prayers, becauſe-in the mean time our Neighhows lite | 
may be invaded, or his honſe fired by # Man, of which 
there 
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there is great ſtore in the World, and ſo he may ſtand in 
need of our help, which is a more acceptable Service to 
God than any acts of Devotion. So that however this Ar- 
. gument may ſerve to excuſe. the omiſſion of ſome —_ 

Commanded by lawful Authority, by thoſe who otherwiſe 
are perfe&ly conformable, in extraordinary caſes whichve- 
Ty rarely happen, and for which no proviſion could be made 
by Law ; yer to be ſure this will not at all help thoſe, who 
bid open defiance to the Laws, ſtand out in manifeſt oppo- 
ſition againſt them, live in plain diſobedience and contra- 
diction to them, as if they were altogether free from them ; 
nay, ſet up a diſtin way and form of Worſhip of their 
own, and all this becauſe they are loth to Offend thoſk who 
are noe ſatisfied of the wiſdom and goodneſs of what is ap- 
pointed. 

,Thus our Diſſenting Brethren can gain but little by this 
Plea if granted to them ; for upon this account of exerci- 
ſing mercy and charity towards their Neighbours, the 
can be excuſed from Obedience totheir Superiours in fach 
caſes only, in which they may be excuſed alſo from the ob- 
ſeryation of the Sabbath, from Prayer publick or private, 
from Worſhipping of God either in the Church orin a Con- 
venticle; nay,from Obedience to God himſelf; had he plea- 
ſed in the Scriptures RIyeny to have required whatever is 
at preſent enjoyned by our Church; and let them well con- 
ſider, whether if God had plainly in his Word preſcribed 
all that our Church doth Command, they would have 
thought it ſafe to have refuſed compliance with ſuch divine 
impoſitions, becauſethey were unreaſonably offenſive to ſome 
Godly people: If our Diſſenters will but acknowledge them- 
ſelves bound to ſubmit to the determinations of their _ 
riours about the things in controverſie between us, 1o far, 
as the Fezys were bound to obey the ordinances of Godcon- 
cerning his external Worſhip delivered by Moſes ; and that 
they are freed from ſuch . obligation to obey the FEaws of 
their Governours only ſuch in caſes, as the "arg WETrc CXCu- 
ſed from offering their accuſtomed Sacrifices, or as they 
think themſelves at liberty to break the Sabbath, to omit 
Gods publick Worſhip, I wpgos this diſpute will ſoon. be at 


an 
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| -anend, for they dare not own, that the Scandal others may 
\xake. at ſuch things, which yet are to give placc to 
moral Duties, is ſufficient *to- void their Obligation to 
the doing of  theta.-: 1. rl 25 | 
Mr. Feans (whoſe obje&tions I ſhall the rather*conſider 
becauſe of his eminency amongſt the 'Prerbyrerians, tho' I 
find my felf ſomewhat prevented 'by a -late Writer, who 
hath taken particular notice of them) 'thus putteth the 
Queſtion, Szppoſe, faith he, the - greateſt Monarch upct the 
face of the Earth ſhould command Km and loweſt of his 
Slaves, upon ſome important affair to ride Poſt through ſuch a 
City, without any of ' the leaſt ſtay or diverſion, and that it ſhould 
bappen that a Company of . little Children ſhould be Paring in the 
Streets, can this Slave think that he i obliged to ride over them ? 
Noſurely, he ought to uſe all means, and take all care pot- 
Aible to execute. his Commiſſion without doing any hurt, or 
damage to any perſon (whatever ; but if he would have 
ſtated the caſe right, -ir ſhould have been done thus up- 
poſe this Slave ſhould utrerly reftiſeto do as he was com- 
manded, and for his juſtification ſhould plead, that hemuſt 
be forced-to ride through- many Towns and Cities, where 
-are many little ' Qhildren, who./are often playing at the 
Doors: or in 'the'Streets ; he-knows not'but that-fome of 
them may bein his way, or chance torun between his Hor- 
les Legs, and therefore to avoid the'doing of 'this muſchief, 
which -might poflibly happen,:he refolves 'not to ſtir one 
foot from his own heme: -Is this pretence ſufficient to ex- 
-cuſe his diſobedience ? No more cart our Noneonfirmity to 
the rales'given us by our Superiours-be innocent, becauſe 
{ſome may be Scandaljzed at onr Obedience. ' #34 
2..It is further faid that Scandal is in the nature of it Spi- 
ritual Murder, and if where Authority hath determined our 
choice,” we muſt hold to their determination, any Scandal to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, it ſeemerh then in caſe the Magiſtrate 
command it , we may lawfully murther the Soul of our Brother, 
wound his 1wtak Conſcience; and deſtroy with our Meats, our Ce- 
remonies, the ork of God, and him for whom Chriſt died. 
I « good,- ſaith St. Paul, Rom. 14-21. - neither to eat Fleſh, nor 
70 drink Vene, nor any thing whereby thy Brother ſftumbleth, or 
| FP 
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x offended, or is made weak, But our Prelatiſts, ſairh Mr. 
| Jeans, determine quite. otherwiſe. If Authority enjoyn. it, it « 
good, ſay they, to eat Bread, drink Wine, wear a_ Surplice, uſe 
the ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, tho' wide never ſo many Bre- 
thren ſtumble, or are offended, or made weak 
But all this is meer bugbear, fitted only to fright Chil- 
dren and ſuch. weak perſons, as we are now treating of ; for 
it can never'\be ſhewn, how wearing a Surplice, or Kneel- 
ing at receiving of the Sacrament, or _— the Infants - 
forehead, hath any tendency towards the ſcaring Men from 
Chriſtianity, or making them to deny Chriſt, and forſake 
and grow weary of his Religion, which I have ſufficiently 
proved to be the only proper Scandalizing of our Brother, 
which St. Paw] ſo, highly aggravateth, and chargeth with 
the Hue of deſtroying and murthering his Soul ; none of 
| theſe things do directly and immediately lead or tempt any 
man to any ſin :, Whatever Scandal may follow is wholly 
accidental, and the fault and miſtake of thoſe only, who 
are Offended, and to provide always againſt ſuch Scandals is 
an impoſlible ungertaking ;, for they may follow the molt 
- innocent actions, nay the moſt neceſſary duties, and this 
Argument concludes as ſtrongly againſt obedience to any 
other Command of God, if by it my Brother may fumble, or 
be offended,or be made weak;as itdoth againſt ſubmiſſion toour 
Superiours in things lawful. 
hey that make theſe Objedions do not ſufficiently con- 
ſider, thar by Gods Law we are bound to obey the Lawful 
Commands of aur Superiours ; and it is not only the Law 
or Ordinance of Man, of which they ſeem to make'fo little 
account, but it is the Law of God alfo, that is violated by 
our diſobedience to our Governours in things Lawful : The 
Compariſon therefore ought not to be only, as they-make 
it, between aa humane Authority derermining fome indift- 
ferent things, and the divine Law of Charity to the Soul 
of our Brother, but between the divine Command of obe- 
dience to our Superiours, and theavoiding of Scandal: Here 
we affirm, : that we cannot be bound to tranſgreſs a plain 
Law of God, or which is all one in this Queſtion, a lawful 
command of our Superiours for fear of ſome evil thar may 
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by chance happen to ſome others throtigh their own fault; 
and we prove it by this. reaſon, which our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren muſt own for true and good, becauſe every one :s bound 
to have a preater care of his own than others Sabuation, and con- 
ſequently rather to avoid ſin in himſelf, than to prevent it in his 
Brethren. | 4 

If it be here asked, as it is by ſome, whether any humane 

Authority can make that ation ceaſe to be Scandalous, which if 
done without any ſuch Command had been criminal upon the ac- 
count of the Scandal that followed. it, I Anſwer, that no Au- 
thority, whether divine-or humane, can ſecure that others 
ſhall not be Offended by what F do out of obedience to their 
Commands, butthenit doth free me from all guilt and blame, 
by making that to become my duty to. do, which if I had 
done needlefty without any great reaſon, and my Brother 
had been hurt and his Conſcience wounded by it, might 
have been juſtly charged with uncharitabteneſs, greater or 
x according as the Scandal was. more or leſs probable to- 

ollow. OF 

This muſt be granted, that the Laws of God or Man, 

otherwiſe obligatory, do not loſe their binding force” be- 
cauſe of ſome Scandal, that may poſlibly happen from our 
Complyance with them, or elſe all Authority 1s. utterly 
void and inſignificant, and every Man is at liberty to do a 
things as himſelf pleaſeth ; for, to borrow the words of the 
excellent Biſhop Sanderſon, To allow Men under pretence that 
ſome offence may be taken thereat, to diſobey Laws and Conftitu- 
tutions made by thoſe that are in Authority over us, is the next way 
ro cut the ſmews of all: Authority,and to bring both Magiſtrates and 
Laws into contempt ; for what Law everwas made,or can be made 
ſo juſt and reaſonable, but ſome "Man or - other either didor might 
take offence therear, Whether ſuch. a Conſtitution or Com- 
mand 6f our Superiours. be Scandalous or no , every one- 
muſt: judge tor himſelf; and ſo according to his:own pri- 
vate opinion of the- goodneſs or hurtfulnefs of what is 
required, he is free to obey it-or not, which is direaly to 
diffolve all Government, and to bring in certain diſorder 
andeverlaſting confuſion, every one doing what.is good in 
his, own Eyes... rs | ' 
. h 2. J* 
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' 3. Itis faid, that Avoiding of Scandal i a main duty of 
charity ; May Superiours rberifore at their pleaſure appoint, how 


. far I ſhall. ſhew my charity towgrds my Brothers Soul ; then ſure- 


ly an jnferiour Earthly Court may croſs the determinations of the 
High Court of Heaven : This Mr. Feans urgeth alſo out of 
Ameſins ; but it s _ rephed, ; 
hat here is no Crofling the determinations of God, fince 
it is his expreſs will, that in all lawful things we ſhould obe 
our Governours, and he who hath made this our duty, will 
not lay to our charge the miſchiefs, that may ſometimes 
without our fault through the folly and peeviſhnes of Men 
follow fromit, and certainlyit is as equal and reafonable,that 
our Superiours ſhould appoint how far I ſhall exerciſe my 
charity towards.my Brethren, as it is, that the miſtake and 
prejudice of any private Chriſtians ſhould ſet bounds to 
their Power and Authority, Cancel the publick Laws, or 
that every ignorant and foward Brother ſhould determin, 
how far we ſhall be obedient to thoſe, whom God hath ſet 
over us, either in Church or State. "74.70; NN 
But to give a more full Anſwer to this we muſt know, 
that, tho* charity bethe great duty, eſpecially of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, yet duties of juſtice. (as they are common- 
ly called) are of ſtricter obligation than.duries of charity, 
and we are bound to.pay our debts, before we give an alms. 
Now obedience: to Superiours is a debt. we owe to them, 
which they have right to exa&'of us, ſo chat they may ac- 
cuſe us of injury, if we perform it'not. But a great. care: 
to hinder-ſin in others,. or not to. Scandalize them isa duty 
of charity, which indeed we are obliged unto as far as we 
can, bur not till after we-have given to every one what is 
his due and right. It therefore no more Lawful for me, aith 
the forenamed moſt Judicious Biſhop Sanderſon, to diſobey 
the lawful. Command” of a Superiour, to prevent. thereby the of- 
fence of one or a few Brethren, then it is lawful for me to do one 
man to do another man a courteſie ithal; or than it « law- 
ful for me to rob the Exchequer to relieve an Hoſpital. | Accord- ' 
ing to that known ſaying of St. Auſtin, Gui e $ wx dicat, 
ut habeanns quod 'demus pauperibus, faciamus furta droitibns ? 
ho s it, that ſaith it is lawful to ſteal from the rich, what we 
_ —_— 
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may beſtow: on the poor ? or to refuſe to pay Taxes, on pre- 
tence that you know thoſe who have more. need of your 
money ? Ap, rhe der 
To this Mr. Feans. replies, Suppoſe, ſaith he, the care of 
not giving offence be m reſpett of our Brother but a debt of char 
ty, yet in regard of God it « a {egal debt, ſince he may and doth 
Galen e it as due, and we do him wrong if we diſobey him : 
 Herel grant indeed, that both are required by God at our 
hands, that we ſhould be obedient to our Superiours,. and 
that we ſhould be always feady to ſhew charity toour Bre- 
thren ; but then I ſay, this is not the charity which Godre- 
quires, whenT give to thoſe in want, what is none of mine 
own. This is not an inſtance or expreſſion of that love and 
kindneſs, which by the Law of God we owe to our Bro- 
ther, to do him good by wronging our Superiours.; God 
hath obliged Servants to be merciful to the poor to their 
wer, as well as to be true and faithful to their Maſters ; 
ut that is no part of the mercy which God'requires from 
them, to give away their Maſters goods wichourt his leave, 
tho? it were to thoſe who ſtand in;great need of relief. God 
hath Commanded all Chriſtians to have'a great care of be- 
ing any occaſion of their Brothers fin or fall ; bue then this 
muſt neceſſarily be underſtood only. of things ſubje& to our 
own ordering and management. In all caſes, wherein we 
are at our own diſpoſal, we are bound charitably to regard 
our Brother. But in inſtances, where qur practice is deter- 
mined by Authority, our Superiours, only are. to conſider 
the danger of. Scandal; we muſt conſider the duty we owe 
to them, this being a matter wherein we cannot ſhew our 
charity without violating the right of our Superiours ; It 
remains then, in the words of another great Biſhop, in what 
caſe ſvever we are bjund to obey God or Man, 'm that caſe and 
in that conjunction of circumſtances we have nothing permitted 
70 our choice, (and conſequently there is.no place tor any. a& 
of charity) and hawe yo Authority to remit of the right of God 
or our Superiour;, and to comply with our Neighbour in ſuch Que- 
ſtions, beſides that it cannot ſerve any purpoſes of piety, if . it de- 
clines frem duty in any inſtance, it is like gia# g Alms out of the 
portion of Orphans, or building Hoſpitals with the Muney and 
tpoils of Sacrilege. 22 4. F 
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4. Ir is further faid by Mr. Feanes out of Ameſins, If de- 
termination by Superiours ſufficient to take away the ſin of Scan- 
dal, then they do wery;ll, that they do not, ſo far as #s poſſible, de+ 
termine all things indifferent, that ſo no danger may be left of 
giving Offence by the uſe of * them. Then the Church of Rome 
zs to be praiſed in that ſhe hath determined ſo many indifferent 
things. Then St. Paul might have ſpared all his direttions about 
forbearance out of reſpe&t to weak Brethren, and fully determined 
the matters ins debate, and ſo put an end to all fear of Scandal. 
This truly ſeemeth a very odd way of arguing, and all 
thatT ſhall ſay to it is, that it ſuppoſeth nothing elſe worthy 
to be conſidered in the making of Laws, or in the determi- 
nations of Superiours about indifferent things, but only this 
one matter of Scandal; and the projettit1elt, ſhould it take, 
would prove very vain and unſucceſsful. For tho? we truly 
fay, that we are bound to comply with the -Orders and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, they being but few 
and innocent, and ſo giving no real ground of Offence; yet 
we do not ſay the fame upon ſuppoſition our Church had 
determined .all circumſtances in Gods Worſhip ſhe poſſibly 
could, which would perhaps have been a,yoke greater, than 
that of the Ceremonial Law to the'Fews.; nor if fhe had 
preſcribed as many Ceremonies as the Church-of Rowe hath 
done, which manifeſtly tend to the diſgrace and Scandal 
of our Cliriftian _—_— and as for the courſe St. Paul 
took, it is plain that ſome things upon good:reaſons were 
determined by the Apoſtles, as that the Gentile Converts 
ſhould ab/tain from blood, and things ſtrangled, and offered to _ 
Idols, which decree, I preſume, they might not Tranſgrels. 
out of charity to any. of their Brethren, who might take 
, Offence at ſack abſtinence, and other things for-great reaſon 
were for a time left atliberty, which reaſon was taken from 
the preſent circumſtances of thoſe the Apoſtles had to'deal 
withal ; tho? afterwards, as I-obſerved before, when that 
reaſon ceaſed, determinations were made aboutthoſethings. 
which'St. Paul had left at liberty, and if St. Pau} had deter- 
mined the diſpute about meats and days one way, they, who 
had followed ſogreatan Authority, whatever had opened, 


had ſurely been from the ſun of Scandal; but ſtill. the __ 
| a 
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al had.not_ beet prevented, but all the contrary part had 
in danger to have been utterly eſtranged from Chriſti- 
anity ; and that was reaſon ſufficient why St. Paul did not 
make any determinations in. that caſe. For Ggvernours - 
. are not only to take care to. free thoſe that gbey them 
from the fin of Scandal, but alſo to provide, that as 
little occaſion, as is poflible, may be given to any to be 
Scandalized. | 
There are other Objeftions offered by Mr. Fears, out 
of Ameſins and Rutherford, againſt this Doarine of our ob- 
ligation to obedience to. our Superiours in things lawful , 
notwithſtanding the Scandal that may follow ; but they ei- 
| ther may be Anſwered from what I have already ſaid, or 
elſe they chiefly concern the caſe of Governours, and are 
brought to prove that they act uncharitably, and give great 
Offence contrary to St. Paws Rules, who take upon them 
determinately to impoſe unneceſſary Rites by which the 
know many good Men would be Scandalized, but this 1s 
not my preſent buſineſs to diſcourſe of, tho? I cannot for- 
bear ſaying theſe two things, which, I think very eaſie to 
make out. | | 
I. 'That our Church of England hath taken all reaſona- 
ble care not to give any juſt offence to any ſort of perſons, 
and the offences that have been ſince taken at ſome things 
in our conftitution could not ly have been foreſeen by 
thoſe who made our firft Reformation from Popery, and 
ſo they could. not be any reaſon againſt the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment : Nor, tall 
2. Are they now a ſufficient reaſon for. the alteration of 
it;unleſs we can imagine it reaſonable to alter publick Laws 
made with great wiſdom and deliberation as often as. the 
are diſliked by, or prove offenſive to private perſons. If this 
be admitted, there then can neyer be any ſettled Goyern- 
- ment and order in the Church ; becauſe there never can be 
any eſtabliſhment, that will, not be lyable to give ſach Of- 
fence. They who now take Offence at what the Church of 
' England enjoyns, on the ſame pr a like account,will take Of- 
Fence at whatever can be enjoyned, and the ſame pretences 
of Scandal will be good agatnit any eſtabliſhment they them- 
| " .-— <2aves 
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KRves ſhall niake; for:the? they will notuſe theſe reaſons a- 
gainſt cheir own eſtabliſhment, © yet in:a ſhort-time others 
-will take up their Weapons to fight againſt 'them} and what 
\ſerved''to\ deſtroy” the preſent Church will be'as effeRu- 
al to overthrow - that, which ſhall be ſet up'inits room: 
fo that. whatever alteration is made, if this be allowed: for 
4 ſufficientground of it, viz .to avoid the Offence that fome 
Men take at the preſent conſtitution, yer ſtill we ſhall -be 
bur where we: were, and new Offences will ariſe, and ſo there 
muſt be continual changing and altering, 'to gratifie the-un- 


reaſonable humours and fancies of Men ; ant ſhould any . 


one party of Diſſenters amongſt us get their Form of Go- 

vernmentand Worſhip eſtabliſhed by Law, Idoubr not bur 

they would: Preach to us the very ſame Dodrine, we do 
now to them. . They would tell us that private perſons muſt 
[bend and conform tothe Laws, and not the Laws to private 
perſons ?'\thar it was our own fault that we were Offended ; 
that our weakneſs proceeded from our unwillingneſs to re- 
. ceive-inſtruction ; that the: weak were to begoverned, not to 
/ preſcribe! to. their Governours:; 'that we' muſt not expect 
[that what was with. good: reaſon appointed aud ordered 
ſhould be preſently abrogated: or cha out” of comply- 
.ance with Mens fooliſh prejudices and miſtakes. Ic is ſuf- 
. igtently known how ſtrict and rigorous both the Presbyte- 


. rians and. Independents are and have been where.they have 


had any advantage; and what little-conſideration or regard 
-they:have had-of :cheir Diſenring, Brethren, tho' they would 
 hay& us ſo-tende& of ithem., 25 0 19 err tD 
_ '* Thus munch Tchink ſufficient to ſhew that the Precept of 
Obedience to Superiours in things Lawful is: more obligato- 
xy,than. the-Preceprt:of avoiding Scavdal ; whence it follows 
je 4 1t.:is our duty to:obey in- ſucty inſtances,” tho' Offence 
-may be: taken ar it, becauſe no-fin is ro þe commurred forthe 
avoiding Scandal. "ri ggont A 

I might from this head further argue, that if we muſt 


not commit any fin to avoid giving Offence, then it is not 


Lawful to Separate from our Pariſh-Churches upon thar ac- 
-count:; becauſe all-voluntary Separation from: a Church, in 


Comes 


-which-nothing that:is unlawful is required/as a condition of - 
m_ : . - E Y 
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-on the'Starutes: of the: Realm which'- enforce it, 'and >the - 


--Gommind of the. Fewer ne pts Ag: [ar 
cheLawof-ourRe i prey wr Or Soy 
amongſt C breaking into little Parties and FaRti- 

| oh, ifromwhence es E9V1ing, ks and every rol 
wer: is tobe moſt care "bane of 


Chriftianicy, che rending 'of *Chriſts ing avntteny 
deftrudtive  not'only: of: hls Chace, hnavk che Being of 'a 
Church. So tHatſhoukd all the Laws abour'Conformtyantl 

-— nm 9g be reſcinded and yoided,; ſhould the 


Mai 19 mann le Ye eros 9 Afﬀemblie, - 
* &g thns our-joyning with.chim noro = 

ſinful.: {Since: tO erve.che-unity of Chriſtians aw 
:one' Communion, is the-neceflaty cs of -every tneniber 
of the-Church, and-ir'cam never the! 5 Sr a :juftifieble 
"thing, ito. wr? _ ſelves from OTE the 
-Church' or y.of Chriſt; out'd complyance' a- 
"NY. I Inge! : Bar che @nfulrieſs of wich- 
[drawing from the!Conmuhioan-ofrour-Church, ecitherwo- 
[ally-oruipatt, hack been Jo-evidently;ſhown'in ſome late 
diſcourſes written on that tub Sender van 'that Þdo: detpair vt conh- 
+vincingthoſ of 'the it, who:cah 'wirhftand the 
4orce-of all that hath pa already offeredcorthem;' Tonly 
.conklide thus much,. that theres farmioreof *helinof un- 
charttablenes in ſich S -and Diviſion, than there 
cancbe;in all-the Offence aris imagined to be given: by Our 
Conformi 
:. From what Thave already at large diſcourked i it plainly 
follows, che they'arp chingrimoorly indifferent, not only -= 
. their-own nature, but alfo in to -1s, 3 The: 
which we are obliged to-confider:the weakneſs of - _ 
ohren. | What -is our duty mult” be: done, OI apy mai 
wW 


SO and 
low it: What is evil and finful ought tobelef; andone up- 
pon the Fore of a greater obligation, than that of Scan 
dal; but now in matters, wherein qur pradtife is nor derer- 
mined by any Command, we ought fd to exercil our H- 
berty, as if to. avoid giving 20y Offence to our Bre- 
thren. This is a undaubred rt of f char charity , which 
on Chriſtian gught LOT! to be readyto <> gk ts atiather, 
| by admonitio 7 wy  pxample , and by the 
| Pang 0 hinge To , At Whicl he Drefeeth his 

Neighbour out. of weakneſs will be. Apt to be Scandalized, 
ra endeayour-to ates his pooh into any ſin or ys p 
and this we teac n our reps as much 
Diffenters themſelves on * p. dience ta St. Paul's jay hes x 
bout meats. and days, things neigher 1n Gepitres 5 09 or- 
| HY rior determined by any £-oowicm WR 

REL ere every way a proper it TY Fn © ng 
mi Wee ry their Charity and ane to the 0- 
ther ;, ah caſes St. Paul 16h, t at he would. ras 
Pa wholly, 1 Fe o his liberty, than by cheſ indifferencies 

row, wh the Soul of his Brother z, as in-that famous place 
: Cor. IF "Meat make my Brother to offend, TI will eat ” 
Fleſb while. *, rap Panderh, left 1 make m Brother to Offend 
where 'by Feþ and ear .is to G5 underſtood ſuch as Io, 
been offered unto ols,, which tho' lawful for a Chriſtian 
to eat at common Meals, yet the* Apoſtle would wholly 
abſtain from, rather than wound the weak Conlcience of 
a Brother. 7 ſ T by the Law of Charity (as the Reverend Biſhop 
Taylour faith, Great exemp.. p. 42.9) muFt rather quit my an 
Los than ſuffer my Brother to peri he much rather quit my own 
Gooas t9 periſh, Kd rather muſt I quit my priviledge. And, 
Ie ſhould ill die for our Brother, who will not loſe a meal to A ch 
went his Sin, or change # diſh to ſave by Soul : and if the 
be indifferent fo us, Yer it ought not to be indifferent to ſ bak 9TH 
our Brother live or die. 

Afﬀer this manner do we profes our ſelves ready todo or 
forbear any thing in our own power, to win and gain aur 
Diſſenting bes to the Church. We grant that thoſe, 
who conform, are obliged by this Law of charity nor 


needlefly to vex and exaſperate our Diſſenters, nor to do0 
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any thing which they are not bound to do, that may e- 
ſtrange them from the Church ; but to reſtrain themſelves 
in. the uſe of that liberty God and. the Laws have left them, 
for the ſake of Peace and out of condeſcenſion to their 
Brethren. We dare not indeed omit any . duty we:owe to 
God, or our Superiours either in Church or.State, nor can 
- we think it fic and poppe; bond our Apoſtolical Goz 
vernment, Excellent Liturgy, Orderly Worſhip of God 
uſed in our Church, ſhonld 2 be preſently condemned and 
laid aſide, as foon as fome Weak men take Offence at them ; 
* but in all other things, ſabje& to our own ordering and dif- 

poſal, we acknowledge our ſelves bound #o pleaſe our Brother 
for bis good unto edification. . i" 
"FT ally add here, that this very rule of yielding to our 
Brother in Ring indifferent and undetermined « tc 
have ſome reſtri&ions and limitations, Rveral of whichare 
mentioned by Mr. Feans, whom Lhave fo.often named ; as 
Firſt, That we are not to forbear theſe indifferent - 
things, where there is only a poflibility 'of. Scandal, bur 
where. the Scandal conſequent 1s. probable : for otherwiſe 
we ſbould be "at 'an witer loſs and uncertaitity it all our afti- 
ons, and never know. what to "do. S2con« ly, _ Our. weak, 
Brethren, muſt have ſome probable ground for their imagi- 
nation that what we do is evil and ſinful, or elſe we muſt 
wear no Ribbands, nor pur off our Hats, but come all to 
Thou and Thee ; and for this exceptien. he giyes this ſubſtan- 
tial reaſon, That if we are to abſtain from all one ys hag things, 
in which another without prcbable ground imagineth that there is 
ſim, the ſervitude of Chriſtians under the &f I would be far 
greater and more intolerable, than that of the Jews un- 
der the Moſaical adminiſtration. Thirdly, -this muſt be un- 
derſtood of indifferent things that are of no very great im- 
portance; for if ir bea matter of ſome weightand moment, 
as yielding me ſome great profit, I muſt only fora while for- 
bear it, ancil my Brother 15 betrer informed. Laſtly, We 
muſt nor wholly betray our Chriftian liberty to pleaſe pec- 
viſh and froward People, or to hamour our Neighbour in 

anerroneous and ſuperſtitious opinion ; for which he qu 

Mr. Catvin who in his Comment upon 1 Cor. 8.13. _ of 
| me 
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ſome fooliſh Interpreters; that leave to Chriſtians almoſt no uſeat 
all of things indifferent, upon pretence to avoid the Offence of Su- 
MN on ay dt 


_ *Now tho' all this is generally true,” yet I think there are 
no certain unalterable rates to be laid down to dire& our 
practiſe in this affair. For it being an exerciſe of Charity, 
muſt be determined by the meaſures of prudence according 
, to circumftances, and we may as well go about to givecer- 
_ tain rules for Mens charity in other caſes, and fix the pro- 
portion, which every Man ought to give of his eſtate to- 
wards the relief of the poor, as poſitively to tell how far a 
Man muſt deny himſelf in the uſe of indifferent things, and 
forego his own liberty for the ſake of his Brother, and ſo I 
end: this thead with'thoſe words of the learned Dr. Ham- 
ond in-his little Treatiſe of Scandal : Thi whole matter xs-po 
»he' referred to the Chriſtians pious diſcretion or prudence, it being 
free'tb him either to abſtain, or not to abſtain, from any indifferent 
aftion (remaining ſuch) according as that piety, and that pre- 
derice ſhall rapboſe"is ro be "moſt: charitable and beneficial” to other 
Mes Sirds. Thus T have done? with'the firſt propofition, 
that nothing ſinful is to be commirred to avoid Scandalizing 


dal being taken by a few we muſt not give a greater Offence, 
and' of vaſtly 'more pernicious confequence to a' much big- 
ger ntimber of perſons :' Not that ſuch a cafe can ever hap- 
pen,” wherein we muft Inga wh) 6 cas fu Offence to. one 
ſide or other, and 6 are uncharitable, whether we do or 
forbear to do the ſame action; for then we ſhould be under 
a neceflity of ſinning, which implies a contradiction, but 
yet it may and often doth happen, that ſome weak perſons 
may take Offence at my doing, and others be more Offended 
at my forbearing to do the ſame thing, and thus whether I 
doit, or nor, I ſhall giveOfexce, tho? not juſtly, northrough. 
my-own fault, to ſome one or other. In ſach circumſtances 
therefore we are to'confider, which' way is given the grea- 
ter and more wr mer dp andit can never. be either 
prudence orcharity to-abitain from that; which may Scan- 
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Repchore: when by forbearance. garorand. more 
te Seandal 1s laper wt to athers ; for in this cafe we 
jo eater reaſon on the account of Scandal 1 bl rh to. doy. thas 
fo ap" to that ation, as all that write on oy e& do and 
muſt. acknowledge,, and.far:which.they-uft qo: o that, 
PE of Bernar range” adertendum.. oft FF ndalum (can 
dalo non emdari, &c.. We. are. prudently to. mark thas awe 
Scandal is not mended pr which kind of  emendation we 
fold pradtſe, i ta jake of fence from we party, wa gi98 of 
fence. rx abger :f- EOAE: C nz 
This was Scafiom, taous. Comelt between 
_ the two great Apoſtles oa fa the ſecond Chapter af 
ip Eolh we HEY St, Peter: ag To y:copverſed 
with t& ns, and had.ea emall 
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name and ES porn -would follow : this. pretended 
tehderneof St Pet his Pans cas ' pon 
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" OeTE piven by: thoſe, who/S, derino hot: the Church 


of . England ;. atyd' Foube not but i wasrightly 
*Eonfidered; ah4 we were bac: yin 'Xarefitt td avoid 
tying" all Offenty to ofticrs,/we'thoild Ton find Sur ſelves 


Offer 
AIP more oblipedupottthis acoounte? Sranhe! peaceably 
A AE OE, ons Charch;than'to' obitinue divided 
from it. Mhallhiri at Þmefew of 'the moſt 6bvions con 


Yitetttions, Lobo wetay'a alictls Jays: wich \ way: the | 


Dp Nm Al given '© 
& Pariſh- Oltizches fil kin #0 the 
ck Prot ing we do mightily eftablith. and harden 
72 I have before obſerved) theſe Diffentors, with whom 
we TDs, Hi they 1inful Soparation and Erronnous per- 
Krafion of the urttrwfilnes of -conformicy-; 4ov' ir is bur 
onable withetiem & 715 "Rank wy dothe-ſime: things 
, forthe Crime rexfons with etree;: aadithis:is the true 
Scandalizing bf our '-2venk Brethren; leading thbm inte, or 
confirming them i in an evA-courſe+ Wheneas by eurforfak- 
Ing-chertr ahd recntning othe-Ohivch we may pbſribly-tn- 
Roſette our, and cis as whe umn 

their £1 ; 
Fiat p OI th'tis "to conform,” and' wich! ny 

| Bing that there is not ſd'nuch eviliin tins it's Q- 


poſed, 'and' thus ' our Authority a Mr 
To ape coltablthengeindiogour mungr otro 
 2., Which alſo I have juſt mentioned before, -wharever 
EE / or denoirlinationof Diflentersws joyh with; we Ofend 


ther Seas'or Parties xmongtithenr; forithey agree, 
Ew fre br theChurchof England, burine: 
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and:Offence.of all, the ocher Diflenters, who have as good a 
right to this Plea of weakneſs as t| VEs.. 
3. 7 great-Offence: is-given-to all. tholE 1 wha do.con- 
form; for Separation from the: Chorch.s 2-;publick con- 
demning of..che Government; Orders, Diſcipline, or Do- 
arine of_.our-Church, and isapt to breed {cruples and. p 
any rea in well da hg bu knowing. members of. it, 
and by degrgcs aces. a diſtaſt or diſlike of our Worlkip 
5 aim ain! hinders the efficacy of the ordinances of 
in our:Church; whilſt it creates prejudices 
people ag againſt them as impure- and corru pt and why 
2 ould not be a due regard had to thoſe many, who 
are Offended at our DifſentersConventicle Worſhip, as well 
. as of thoſe, who. are ſaid to be Scandalized ev our,Church 
ſervice, I cannot at all-ghefs, L. only. 467 Hor oe 
 reverent ſicting at the receiving the Sacrament of the 
. Supper, Mens unmannerly wearing their Hats in time of 
Divine Worſhip, and oftentimes; PRs them off but half 
wa their, Pryor. their, tpoparer pou ures an a Anna 
| at thejr devotions,. the .Extravagancies and follics 
not:to-{zy worle)+ſome of. them. are. guilty, of 'in. hen CX- 
, temporary effaſjons, the {t uncouth - hors-and 
- Phraſes they uſe in their Preaching; -in,a word, the floven- 
ly performance of Divine Yorkie pooneE. the Dill: ne 1 
is much more. Scandalope,; then, al We RIPORR: of our 
+Church-canever be.c:7 Mie ret Pa Tee: $4 
\ 4 Conſider the; bene ha han by given. £0, Magi 
ſtrates: and-our Snperiours,) by. brin their Laws $and, Au- 
thority' incocontempt.z concerning. = £65 the forenam 
: Mr. Fears! in his firſt Edition of. bis ith ce 
- ſtinence: from all Appearance: af. Evil,'; b 
- faith: he; ir) were! better, #0\becthrawy. into |; 
-Wwithia Milftone about : ones. Neck, than; onda Tk ones. FI 
poor und illiterate Artizan, : Wi \exepreſ, | an 


fwerable to the heinouſneſs of 14 Scand. | even; Fae Fy panty Magi- 
e, to a Religions Prince, t0.4. Parkamens,. and ( Convocation, 


"a an whale Church ##d.C che. 
5: By. this Separation bom the, Guch,, great. Scandal i is 
girea ta the Papiſts ; nor\-that-they are, dilplcaſed at it ; 


they 
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they are not indeed offended in that ſenſe, but this ſerves 
wonderfully to harden them in their falſe and Idolatrous 
Worfhip; # increaſeth their confidence, that their Church 
is the only true Church of Chrift,becaufeamonegſt them on- 
ly is found Peace and Unity ; and 'this is a tempta- 
tion tomany wavering Chriſtians to tutn Papiſts : infomuch 
that Mr. Baxter hath told us, that Thouſands have been drawn 
- Popery, or confirmed in it by this Argument already, and he 

alt 


h of himſelf, that he & perſwaded, that all the Arguments 


elſe in Bellarmin, and all other Books that ever were written, 
have not done ſo much to make Papiſts in England, as tÞe mul- 
ritude of Sefts among our ſelves. "This indeed is a great Scan- 
dal toour Proteſtant Religion, and is that which the Papiſts 
are on all occaſions fo forward to objec againſt us, and hit 
us inthe teeth with ; and by our hearry uniting with the 
Church of England, we may certainly wreft-out of their 
hands the moſt dangerous weapon they uſe againſt the Re- 
formation. fer | 
6. This tends to the Scandal of Religion in general. Tt 
prejudiceth men againſt it as an uncertain thing, a matter 
of endleſs difpute and debate; it makes fome Men utterly 
reject it as o—_— moſtly in litde triftes and niceties a- 
bout which they obſerve the greateft noife and contention 
to be made or as deſtructive of the Publick Peace of ,Socie- 
ties, when they ſee what dangerons feuds and quarrFtom- 
mence from our Religious Differences, ' and all the diſorder 
and<confuſion that they have' cauſed here in England, ſhall 
by ſome be charged upon Chriſtianity it elf. | 
- Thus. our cauſeleſs Separations and Diviſions open a 
wide door to Atheiſm, arid all kind of Prophaneneſs and 
Irrekgion : After this manner it was of old, and always 
will be, where there are Parties in Religion, and one con- 
'tends that their Separation 1s lawful, and the otherthat it is 
- entawful; the Common people ſoo become doubtful and 
ready to forſake all Religion. | | 
. I'might add here, that ſuch Separations neceflarily occa- 
ſion | breach of Charity ; they beger implacable enmiries 
and animoſities : Hence cometh —_ emulation, envying, 
one 
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ene Party continually endeavouring to ovettop the other, 
watching for one anothers. halting, rejoycing in one an- 
others fins'and misfortunes, conſtant undermining one 
another, to the diſturbance of the Publick Government, 
and endangering - the - Civil Peace; of all which and 
much more than_I can now mention the. preſent diftra- 
&ed condition of our Nation is. ſo great and undeny- 
able an evidence that there need no more wards to 
ſhew the miſchiefs that attend- ſuch Diviſions ; and now 
let any one. judge, whether the Peace. and Unity of | 
the Church, the maintaining of Charity amongſt Bre- 
thren, the. keeping out Popery, and Atheiſm, the pre- 
ſervation of the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and quiet 
of the Society we are Members of, - the honour and 
credit of our Religion. Laſtly, Whethes giving Offence 
to all both, Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts,, thoſe on- 
ly excepted. of our own particular Sed, and Diviſion, 
. nay Scandalizing them alfo in the true and proper ſenſe 
of Scandal, be not of far: greater. and more weighty 
conſideration,. than the fear of diſpleaſyig ar grieving ſome 
few weak dillatisfied Brethren ; Wo ro thoſe, by whom Of- 
fences come. But theſe things I have very lightly touched, 
becauſe they have been. the ſubjet of many Sermons and 
diſcourſes. lately publiſhed. _ | 
um up all I have ſaid, 63s 
Since they, who diſſent from the Church'of England, are: 
not ſuch weak Perſons as St. Paul all along deſcribes and pro- 
vides for; ſince we cannot by our Conformity really Scande- 
lize or Offend thems.in that ſenſe, inwhich the Scriptures uſe 
thoſewords; fince tho' we did give Offence to them by our 
Conformity,yet that would. not excuſeus.from Gang ourdu- 
ty, and by refuſing toConform-we ſhould doboth them and 
others greater hurt and miſchief; Ithink I may ſafely con- - 
. clude, that there cannot. lie any obligation: upon any. private 
: - Chriſtian (as the caſe now ſtands amomgſ} us) to abſent 
| Fimſelf from his Pariſh-Church, or to forbear the uſe of the 
Forms of Prayer or. Ceremonies. by. Law appointed, for fear. of 
Qfending bis weak Brethren.. | | | 
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I end. all with one-word of Adfice. Firſt , to thoſs 
who_are- not convinced of the lawfulneſs of Conformi- 
bo Secondly, to thoſe who are ſatisfied: that it is law- 


1. To thoſe who-are not convinced of the lawfulneſs of 
Conformity, and therefore urge ſo hard that they ought 
not.to be Ofended by us. I would beſeech them: thar 
they would take ſome care and make ſome Conſcience to 
ayoid giving any needleſs Offence to thoſe of the Church of 
England , and «his canfhiot but be thought a reaſonable 
requeſt,” ſince they require all others to be ſo tender of 
them. They ought not therefore to meet in ſuch numbers; 
nor at the lame time at which we Aſſemble to Worſhip. 
God in our Publick Churches. Let them not affront 
our Service and Common-Prayers, nor revile our Biſhops. 
and Miniſters, - nor put on their Hats when at any 
time they chance to be preſent at our Service in our 
Churches, nor talk nor read in. Books, nor make ſour 
Faces at our Devotions; and when they- obſerve theſe 
and other the like rules, they may then with a bet-. 
ter grace '(tho' with. little reaſon) find fault with our 
Conformity as Offen/#ve to ' them. I would be loth to- 
ſay any thing , that ſhould exaſperate or puovoke any 
of the Diſſenters whoſe fatisfaction. I deſign : T very 
well know their weakneſs, that they cannot endure to 
be told of their faults. However E muſt tell them that 
there are no ſort of perſons in the Chriſtian World 
profefling Religion and Godlinefs , that have done ſuch. 
Scandalous things, as ſome of thoſe who. call. them- 
ſelves, Proteſtant Diſſenters. I forbear to name particu- 
lars. | 

2. As for thoſe who are ſatisfied concerning the law- 
fulneſs of Conformity, I would defire them. fo to- 
order their. return. to the Church, as not to give any 
juſt Offence to thoſe whom they forſake ; that .is to. 
fay, that they would'do- it heartily and ſincerely, that 
all may ſee they Conformed with a willing -mind, be-. 
ing .perſwaded that it is their Duty 1o. to. do., and not 

| | meerly 
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meerly_ to Tatisfie the Law, or to ſave their Purſes, or 
to. get into an Office, or to capacitate. them I Fog 
or, the like. For ſuch a kind of Conformity, as ſome 
practiſe, and call Occaſiona! Communion ; which is gom- 
ing*to Church and Sacrament to ſerve 4 turn, is tru- 
ly Scand#lous to all good Men of what- perſwaſion fo- 
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